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nearly upon treason: I shall, however, venture to quote,
and, what is still more dangerous, to defend it.

It is proposed that, instead of squandering, in this time
of danger, the expenses of the publick upon troops of
which it is at best doubtful, whether they will be of any
use to the queen of Hungary, whether they can legally
engage against the king, and whether they would be of
any great use, though they were set free from any other
restraints than regard to their own safety ; instead of
amusing our ally with an empty show of assistance, of
mocking her calamities with unefficacious friendship, and
of exposing ourselves to the ridicule of our enemies, by
idle armaments without hostility, by armies only to be re-
viewed, and fleets only to be victualled, we should remit
the sums required for the payment of the Hanoverians to
the queen of Hungary, by whom we know that it will be
applied to the great purposes for which the senate granted
it, the establishment of the liberties of Europe, and the re-
pression of the house of Bourbon.

This proposal, however contrary to the opinion of the
ministers, I take the liberty of recommending to the con-
sideration of the house, as, in my opinion, the most effec-
tual method of preserving the remains of the greatness of
the house of Austria. It is well known, that these troops
are hired at a rate which they never expected before, that
levy-money is paid for forces levied before the commence-
ment of the bargain, that they are paid for acting a long
time before they began to march, and that, since they
appeared to consider themselves as engaged in the quarrel,
their march has been their whole performance, a march not
against the enemy, but from him; a march,in which there
was nothing to fear, nor any thing to encounter; and,
therefore, I think it cannot be denied, that the publick trea-
sure might have been better employed.

The same sum remitted to the queen of Hungary, will
enable her to hire a much greater number of troops out of
her own dominions, troops of whose courage she can have
no doubt, and whose fidelity will be strengthened by com-
mon interest and natural affection; troops that will fight